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Introduction
According to Givens and Busch (2013), public-private partnerships have been important in the government and business agencies interest in the protection of critical infrastructure. However, the issue has received little attention especially in the core area of critical infrastructure attention. This paper will detail on the important crossroad and concerns for the public-private partnership. Also, it will discuss various organization pathologies and why the steps involved in removing the pathologies are beneficial for improved public-private partnership in critical infrastructure protection. Finally, a case on collaboration and impact of critical infrastructure protection, risks and resilience efforts have been addressed.

Crossroads for the Public-Private Partnership

Public-private partnerships entail alliance of the government and the private sector firms with targets of achieving certain goals or objectives. As argued by Givens and Busch (2013), a public-private partnership in the critical infrastructure protection is at an essential crossroad.  The alliance results in effective government and business relationships. This incorporates the supply chain, service contracts, channel partnerships, civic switchboard partnerships, information dissemination partnerships, and ad hoc partnerships. In the homeland security, there is the consideration of emergency management or the critical infrastructure protection. For instance, Lewis (2014) indicated that public-private partnerships are crucial for the supply chain security in case of international terrorism threats. Also, the public-private partnership in this field cross to other subfields of cyber-security, public health, intelligence, transportation security, and risk mitigation showing an understanding of the business influence on security.

Concerns for the Public-Private Partnership
Despite these important crossroads of public-private partnership in critical infrastructure protection, various concerns arise. First, the issue of cyber-security where public and private enterprises are faced with the IT challenges especially on homeland security propositions. For instance, in June 2011, some Chinese had illegally accessed some of the senior US government officials personal email accounts. Secondly, there is the issue of port security whereby in the US they are crucial hubs for the economic activities. There is a higher volume of persons and goods moving via the US ports of entry an issue making the port security to attract immediate concerns. It has been reported by Lewis (2014) that technologies that are used in the US are undermining the importance of the public-private partnerships. Also, there is a concern about the emergency management where managers must be engaged in all issues concerning the homeland security more so the area of critical infrastructure protection. Moreover, there are areas with emergency management that are different from other subfields with the urgent responses and recovery activities.

Additionally, steps highlighted by Givens and Busch (2013) are relevant when it comes to the removal of organizational pathologies. The conclusion made by the author is appropriate as it ensures there is a comprehensive public policy set toward critical infrastructure protection. In short, there is a clear understanding that to deal with the pathologies there is the protection per se of the infrastructure and the services offered. With this being the case, there is a need for building capabilities to prevent attaches interpreting the services and ensure effective and rapid responses in case of an attack.

Among the steps suggested, the step on increasing awareness of cybersecurity seems to be the most beneficial when it comes to the aspect of improving the public-private partnership in critical infrastructure protection. With the creation of awareness, public and private sectors will have the capacity to lower system vulnerability with reduced dependency on the weak external services, decentralized critical assets, decentralized crucial operation functions and adoption of organizational practice for improved resiliency (Givens & Busch, 2013).
Finally, FEMA is an organization that has recognized the crucial role played by public-private partnerships. BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Hurricane Katrina are cases that assist in understanding why FEMA has clinched on the partnerships. In the case of Hurricane Katrina, the private sector assisted in addressing numerous government deficiencies in the response as well as recovery efforts (Chen, Chen, Vertinsky, Yumagulova, & Park, 2013). Wal-Mart is well known for proficiency in logistic and effectively move and distribute large quantities within wider geographical areas. In the expectation of the hurricane impact in 2005, the company engaged trucks with relief supplies for the Gulf region. Government officials even considered the case with the suggestion that FEMA needed to deploy Wal-Mart response as a crucial model for its efforts. In the middle of the disaster and calamity in waiting, Wal-Mart was capable of filling the governmental role and gaps in the case of disaster recovery aspects. Thus, FEMA has considered public-private partnerships as important and has directed crucial national initiative for attracting association with the business communities.
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